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The earthquake of 4 May 1201 – Summary 

 

The earthquake of 4 May 1201 ranked among the strongest earthquakes in Austria with 
an epicentral intensity 9°. The epicentre was supposed in Murau/ Styria.  

The chapter “discussion of the secondary literature” shows, how the information about 
the 1201 earthquake changed in process of time. 

When Bonito (1690) was writing more general about the earthquake, 170 years later 
Jeitteles (1860) already transferred in the sources mentioned Lungau (region in the 
Province of Salzburg) into the Böhmerwald (mountain range along the German, Czech 
and Austrian border). Suess (1873) then reported that the earthquake was „terrible in 
Böhmen (Bohemia)“. Schorn (1902) for the first time mentioned the region 
Obersteiermark (Upper Styria), the Lungau etc. in connection with the earthquake. 
Gießberger (1924) reported the same about the earthquake as Schorn, whereas Sieberg 
(1940), 40 years after Schorn, put the before mentioned vague information in concrete 
terms: he spoke for the first time about a “destructive earthquake in Upper Styria“. Ten 
years later one can find in “Chronik der Österreichischen Starkbeben” (Toperczer & 
Trapp, 1950) for the first time Murau in Styria as epicenter with an epicentral intensity of 
9° MS. Karnik (1957) adopted the information and until this study (Hammerl 1995) also 
the Austrian earthquake catalogue contained that information. 

Studying and interpreting the about 20 original texts concerning the earthquake of 1201, 
two sources have to be stressed: Gesta Archiepiscoporum Salisburgensium and Annales 
Sancti Rudberti Salisburgenses. The former reports the collapse of several churches and 
houses, which caused casualities. A collapsing tower of castle Weißenstein caused eight 
casualities and the castle Katsch was destroyed with nearly all its inhabitants. The latter 
source reports also a big earthquake in “Lungau”, which destroyed many churches and 
towns and caused many casualities. 

From the sources it could be deduced, that the mentioned two localities for which heavy 
damage with casualities is reported are in the Federal Province of Carinthia and not, as 
assumed before, in Styria: Rauchenkatsch 46.975/13.622 and Weißenstein 
46,686/13,719. 

From the poor contemporary information it is difficult to assess the intensity for the two 
datapoints. A new epicentre is not assessed in the study (Hammerl 1995), but apparently 
Murau, the former epicentre, is not the right one anymore. Doubts by seismologist 
concerning the epicentre at Murau and the epicentral intensity 9°MSK could be 
confirmed. 

From the sources neither it is possible to define the damage area nor the far field. It is 
difficult to decide whether the earthquake was felt at several places (Admont, Ensdorf, 
Garsten, Heiligenkreuz, Klosterneuburg, Krakau, Lambach, Melk, Olmütz, Prag, 
Niederaltaich, Salzburg, Schäftlarn, Weihenstephan) or whether the locality means, most 
likely, only the place (monastery) where the source was written down. Several sources 
come from e.g. Benedictine monasteries, so it is obvious that the information about the 
earthquake was passed on. Only the canon of Regensburg said explicitly, that the 
earthquake was felt in Regensburg itself.  

 










































